
 

 
 
 

 
Holy Cross Family Ministries 
Founded by Venerable Patrick Peyton 
 

“The family that prays together stays together.” 
Venerable Patrick Peyton 

 
 
Holy Cross Family Ministries 
HCFM is a family of Catholic ministries that inspires, promotes and fosters the prayer life and spiritual well-
being of families throughout the world.  “We help families pray!”  They continue the mission of Father 
Patrick Peyton, C.S.C.  Father Peyton believed one of God’s greatest blessings is the family and he 
believed the best way to support the family is through prayer – particularly daily Rosary prayer.  He knew 
that the family is the foundation of society and when the family maintains a deep and healthy mutual love, 
this in turn strengthens the family of the church and the entire family of humanity.  Father Peyton’s 
messages, 

“The family that prays together stays together” 
and 

“A world at prayer is a world at peace” 
 
continue to be the focus of all the efforts of his continuing ministry.  Families are served today through 
Family Rosary, Family Theater Productions, Catholic Mom and the Father Peyton Family Institutes.  Each 
ministry’s unique charism provides impactful resources that strengthen families. 

 
 

Family Rosary 
Father Peyton’s first assignment after ordination to the priesthood was at the Vincentian Institute in Albany, 
NY.  During his time there, Father Peyton, with the approval of his superiors, officially founded The Family 
Rosary (1942). His ministry efforts started with letter-writing campaigns to the faithful while urging other 
priests to get their parishioners praying the Rosary daily.  He also spread his message at parish missions.   
 
Family Rosary has grown and changed much over the years as the ministry continues to find the most 
effective ways to enhance the prayer life of families around the world.  With mission offices in 16 countries, 
Family Rosary predominantly serves families through the many digital means available to reach families in 
a contemporary way.   
 
The Family Rosary Prayer App has had more than 1.4 million downloads.  Every day, inspiring prayers and 
reflections are disseminated to people around the world via email, postings of their websites and social 
media platforms, as well as through their Daily Family Prayer App. 
 
Families are engaged in a relevant way through their social media platforms.  The Family Rosary Facebook 
site has more than 1.2 million followers.  Their YouTube Channel has garnered daily audiences and more 
than 2 million minutes have been viewed.   
 
Father Peyton started with the technology of his time, radio.  His ministry continues with the many 
technology of today.   
 
 



Family Theater Productions 
In 1943, Father Peyton led a Rosary prayer on a local radio station in Albany.  Then, on Mother’s day, 
1945, he prayed nationally with Bing Crosby on the Mutual Broadcasting System, the largest radio network 
at the time.  He quickly realized media was the way to reach millions of families.  Father Peyton began in 
radio and then moved into films and television. 
 
Family Theater Productions has continued engaging families through their many family, faith-based media 
products.  Several short films have been released in recent years to entertain, inspire and educate families.  
One such film, Down from the Mountaintop, winner of two Telly Awards, was produced for families and 
teens to grow in the faith together.  All the short films available come with a study guide for family 
discussion and can also be used in youth groups and faith formation programs.  Most recently, November 
2017, Family Theater Productions launched a new video web series, Catholic Central 
(www.CatholicCentral.com ).  These short videos, six to eight minutes in length, offer entertaining and 
authoritative answers to questions about Catholic thought, spirituality and practice.  Family Theater 
Productions assembled a team of witty writers, appealing hosts and learned theologians to produce a 
collection of videos that entertain, enlighten and inspire.  

 
 

Catholic Mom 
Catholic Mom is the newest ministry within the HCFM family of ministries.  CatholicMom.com was founded 
in 2000 by Lisa Hendey, well known author and speaker, to create a community for Catholic parents to 
share insights on living out their faith with their family.  Through more than 100 contributors, Catholic Mom 
provides information, activities, and reflections daily on a variety of topics important to parents.  What 
started as one Catholic Mom’s journey has grown into a rich resource for all Catholics.   The website has 
grown substantially over the years to become a rich resource for all Catholics seeking spiritual enrichment 
for their families. Lisa Hendey remains on as an advisor to help direct the growth of the website.  
 
In 2012, Ave Maria Press (www.AveMariaPress.com) launched the Catholic Mom Book series, building on 
the popularity of Lisa Hendey’s award-winning website and books “The Handbook for Catholic Moms” and 
a “Book of Saints for Catholic Moms.” The books in the series address a variety of family and parenting 
issues from a faith-filled perspective.  
 
 
Father Peyton Family Institutes 
Located in Peru and India, the Institutes provide a variety of services that transform families and improve 
the lives of people in the neediest communities.  Services provided include marriage support, substance 
abuse counseling, health services, music and arts education. 
 
The Family Institutes conduct research and studies aimed at identifying the needs of local families.  In 
response to these needs, the Institutes collaborate with community service providers to deliver tailored 
services to the families in their communities, all to enhance unity in the home. 
 
 

Holy Cross Family Ministries strives to engage families 
wherever they are and invite them to a deeper faith experience 

all to fulfill Venerable Patrick Peyton’s vision that 
“the family that prays together stays together.” 

 
 

http://www.catholiccentral.com/

